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THE MEDALS OF WASHINGTON. 


It is a fact not pleasant to remember, that nowhere at present can one find 
a worthy account of the medals struck in honor of Washington. Snowden’s 
“ Medallic Memorials of Washington in the Mint of the United States,” pub- 
lished in -1861, contains descriptions of 138, and is very valuable; but the 
number struck since is enormous, to say nothing of those of earlier date, 
which were not in the collection at the Mint. Woodward’s “ List of Wash- 
ington Memorial Medals,” privately printed in 1865, “only proposed to 


furnish brief descriptions of a portion of the medallic memorials of his 
death,” and enumerates but 48. Several are of course mentioned in Dicke- 
son’s “ American Numismatical Manual,” and long lists of Medals of Wash- 
ington are in various sale catalogues, particularly those-of Haines, McCoy, 
and Woodward’s Fifth and Sixth. My own collection contains almost every 
medal mentioned by Snowden, Woodward, and Dickeson, a very large part 
of those ever offered at public sale, besides some which have never appeared 
on any catalogue, and have never been described, except, perhaps, in the 
reports of the meetings of the Boston Numismatic Society. I may name, as 
medals of exceeding rarity, numbers XII, XIII, XVI, XLVIII, LV, LXIII, 
LXX, LXXVI. The collection is so extensive that I have thought it 
deserving of a printed catalogue, to which I add notes of some of the medals 
vag Ws. S. APPLETON. 

I. GEORGIO WASHINGTON SVPREMO DVCI EXERCITVVM ADSERTORI LIBERTA- 
TIS COMITIA AMERICANA ; head of Washington facing the right; below, pu viviER 
PARIS. F. Rev. HOSTIBUS PRIMO FUGATIS; in exergue, BOSTONIUM RECUPERATUM 
XVII. MARTII MDCCLXXvI; at the left Washington, with four officers on horse- 
back; at the right a fort, and near it two cannon —on one puviv —and can- 
non balls lying on the ground; in the middle distance soldiers under arms; 
beyond a view of Boston lying near the water, on which are several vessels 
just sailing away. Bronze, size 43. 

This is the medal voted to Washington by Congress, for the evacuation 
of Boston, and executed in France. The original in gold, presented to 
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Washington himself, has lately been for sale at a high price ; a silver impres- 
sion, also owned by Washington, and afterwards by Webster, is now the 
property of the Webster Club of Boston. 

II. The same medal, restruck from the original dies, with the trifling 
change of the erasure of one leg of a horse in the group of officers. 
Bronze, size 43. 

III. G*. WASHINGTON E*. GENERAL OF THE CONTIN‘. ARMY IN AMERICA; 
head of Washington, facing the right. Rev. WASHIN. REUNIT PAR UN RARE 
ASSEMBLAGE. LES TALENS DU GUERRIER & LES VERTUS DU SAGE; a military 
trophy, consisting of a cannon, a mortar, balls, a drum, a trumpet and flags, 
resting on the ground, and surrounded above by a halo of rays. Silver and 
bronze, size 25 I-2. 

This medal appeared in France during the Revolutionary War, and is 
probably first mentioned in April 1778, by Samuel Curwen, who says in his 
Journal, that it had been lately struck for M. Voltaire. Specimens in bronze 
are valuable, but not very rare; but mine and one other are the only ones I 
have ever seen in silver. 

IV. Busts of Washington and Franklin, facing the left. Rev. An oak- 
tree, at the trunk of which a beaver is gnawing ; at the right a group of reeds, 
in exergue 1776. Bronze, size 26. 

V. Same obverse. Rev. 1783; an eagle, with olive-branch in his beak, 
and lightnings in his claws, hovering over a part of a sphere, inscribed 
UNITED STATES. Bronze, size 26. 

VI. G. WASHINGTON Cc. C. A. U. S.; bust of Washington in uniform, 
facing the left; on edge of arm Rr. Rev. As the last. Silver, size 26. 

VII. wasuincrton ; laureled bust of Washington in uniform, facing the 
left; below a sort of star. Rev. oNE CENT; same head and star. Copper, 
size 17. 

VIII. WASHINGTON & INDEPENDENCE 1783; laureled head of Wash- 
ington, facing the left. Rev. UNITY STATES OF AMERICA; in a wreath of two 
olive-branches tied by a bow onE ceNT; below ,},. Copper, size 18. 

IX. WASHINGTON & INDEPENDENCE 1783; laureled bust of Washing- 
ton in uniform, facing the left. Rev. unITED states ; seated figure of -Liberty 
holding an olive-branch in right hand, and with left supporting a pole, on 
which is‘a liberty-cap; in exergue T. w.1.; K.S. Copper, size 18.. 

X. WASHINGTON & INDEPENDENCE 1783; laureled head of Washington, 
facing the left. Rev. Same design as last, but different in execution ; nothing 
in exergue. Copper, size 18. 

XI. The same medal, restruck from the original dies in England, 
probably retouched. Silver, size 18. 

XII. GEN. WASHINGTON.; head of Washington, facing the right. Rev. 
CONFEDERATIO 1785; thirteen stars within a circle, from which issue rays. 
Copper, size 18. 

XIII. Same obverse. Rev. £. PLURIBUS UNUM. 1786; an eagle displayed, 
on his breast a shield, in right claw a bundle of arrows, in left an olive- 
branch, about his head thirteen stars. Copper, size 18. 

XIV. NON VI VIRTUTE vicI; bust of Washington, facing the right. 
Rev. NEO-EBORACENSIS ; in exergue 1786 ; seated female figure facing the right 
holding a pair of balances in left hand, and with right supporting a pole, on 
which is a liberty-cap. Copper, size 19. 
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XV. GEORGE WASHINGTON.; bust of Washington, facing the right; on 
edge of arm Twicc. Rev. GENERAL OF THE AMERICAN ARMIES. 1775. RESIGN’D 
THE COMMAND. 1783. ELECTED PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 1789. in nine 
parallel lines. Tin, size 22. 

XVI. GEORGE WASHINGTON OF VIRGINIA; bust of Washington, facing 
the right. Rev. GEN OF THE AMERICAN ARMIES 1775. RESIGNED THE COMMAND 
1783. ELEC’. PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 1789 in two circular lines; 
within a pair of crossed swords, and a pile of cannon-balls. Copper, size 21 1-2. 

XVII. GEO. WASHINGTON BORN VIRGINIA FEB. II. 1732; bust of Washing- 
ton facing the left. Rev. GENERAL OF THE AMERICAN ARMIES 1775 RESIGNED 
1783 PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 1789 in ten parallel lines; above a 
star. Copper, size 19. 

XVIII. GEO. WASHINGTON BORN VIRGINIA FEB. II. 1732; bust of Wash- 
ington, facing the left. Rev. GENERAL OF THE AMERICAN ARMIES 1775. 
RESIGNED, 1783. PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 178g. in ten parallel lines ; 
above a star, and below in a curve J. MANLY &C. 1790. Bronze, size 31. 

XIX. GEO. WASHINGTON NATUS VIRGINIA BP. WM. C. II FEB. O. S. 1732.; 
bust of Washington, facing the left. Rev. As the last. Bronze, size 31. 

This medal is from the same die as the preceding, but retouched and 
altered as described. 

XX. WASHINGTON PRESIDENT 1791 ; bust of Washington, facing the left. 
Rev. ONE CENT; an eagle displayed, on his breast a shield, in right claw an 
olive-branch, in left a bundle of thirteen arrows, on a label in his beak unum 
E PLURIBUS. On edge UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. Copper, size 19. 

X XI. WASHINGTON PRESIDENT.; bust of Washington, facing the left. 
Rev. ONE CENT 1791; an eagle displayed, on his breast a shield, in right claw 
an olive-branch, in left a bundle of arrows, about his head eight stars, and 
above a line of clouds. On edge UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, Copper, 
size 19. 

XXII. Obverse as XX. Rev. LIVERPOOL HALFPENNY ; a ship sailing to 
the right; below two oak-branches crossed. On edge PAYABLE IN ANGLESEY 
LONDON OR LIVERPOOL. Copper, size 18. 

XXIII. G. WASHINGTON. PRESIDENT. I. 1792 ; bust of Washington, facing 
the left. Rev. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.; an eagle displayed, on his breast 
a shield, in right claw an olive-branch, in left a bundle of arrows, about his 
head fifteen stars. Silver, size 22. 

XXIV. The same medal on a thicker planchet. Size 21. 

XXV. The same in copper. Size 20 1-2. 

XXVI. WASHINGTON PRESIDENT 1792; bust of Washington, facing the 
left. Rev. An eagle displayed, on his breast a shield, in right claw an olive- 
branch, in left a bundle of thirteen arrows, on a label in his beak unum E 
PLURIBUS ; above the head thirteen stars, twelve in a curving row, and one 
below, just over the head. On edge UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. Silver, 
size 20. i 

XXVII. The same in copper, size 19. 

XXVIII. The same in copper, edge plain, size 19. 

XXIX. Same obverse. Reverse as XVII. Copper, size 1o9. 

XXX. The same, but on edge UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. Copper, 
size 19. 
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XX XI. WASHINGTON PRESIDENT. 1792; filleted head of Washington, 
facing the right. Rev. cenr; an eagle displayed, on his breast a shield, in 
right claw an olive-branch, in left a bundle of thirteen arrows, about his head 
six stars. On edge UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. Copper, size 20. 

XXXII. Obverse as XXI. Rev. HALFPENNY; a ship sailing to the 
right; below 1793. On edge, PAYABLE IN ANGLESEY LONDON OR LIVERPOOL. 
Copper, size 19. 

X XXIII. WASHINGTON PRESIDENT 1794; bust of Washington, facing 
the left. Rev. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; an eagle with wings displayed 
within a wreath, formed of two branches of olive. Silver, size 26. 

This piece is a fabrication of late years, on which the false date of 1794 
was placed by the designer. 

XXXIV. G. WASHINGTON THE FIRM FRIEND TO PEACE & HUMANITY; bust 
of Washington, facing the right. Rev. PAYABLE BY CLARK & HARRIS 13 WORM- 
WOOD S". BISHOPSGATE LONDON 1795; a fire-place with grate. Copper, size 18. 

XXXV. GEORGE WASHINGTON; bust of Washington, facing the right. 
Rev. LIBERTY AND SECURITY 1795; ashield of pales and stars, and above, an 
eagle displayed with an olive-branch in right claw, and a bundle of arrows in 
left. On edge PAYABLE AT LONDON LIVERPOOL OR BRISTOL. Copper, size 19. 

XXXVI. The same, but on edge—sBIRMINGHAM REDRUTH & SWANSEA. 
Copper, size 18 1-2. 

XXXVII. GEORGE WASHINGTON.; bust of Washington, facing the right. 
Rev. LIBERTY AND SECURITY 1795; a Shield of pales and stars, and above an 
eagle displayed with an olive-branch in right claw, and a bundle of arrows in 
left. On edge AN ASYLUM FOR THE OPPRESS’'D OF ALL NATIONS. Copper, 
size 20 I-2. 

XXXVIII. GEORGE wasHINGTON.; bust of Washington, facing the left. 
Rey. LIBERTY AND SECURITY; a shield of pales and stars, and above an eagle 
displayed, with an olive-branch in right claw, and a bundle of arrows in left. 
On edge AN ASYLUM FOR THE OPPRESS'D OF ALL NATIONS. Copper, size 21. 

XX XIX. GEORGE WASHINGTON 1796; bust of Washington, facing the 
right; on edge of arm wyon. Rev. GEN’. OF THE AMERICAN ARMIES 1775 
RESIGN”. THE COMM”. 1783: ELEC’, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 1789+ 
RESIGNED THE PRESIDENCY 1796+ in three circular lines, within which a Cadu- 
ceus erect, crossed by a cannon and fasces, upon which is a chart inscribed 
REPUB. AMERI. Copper, size 21. 

XL. In exergue vu. S. A.; C. H. K. F.; a room, in which is a woman ata 
spinning-wheel, at the left a child tending an infant in a cradle near a chair, 
at the right an open fire-place, at the back a woman at a weaving-machine. 
Rev. SECOND PRESIDENCY OF GEO: WASHINGTON MDCCXCV1., in a wreath formed 
of a branch of olive, and a branch of oak tied with a bow; on the bow x. 
Silver and bronze, size 31. 

XLI. In exergue vu. s. a.; a landscape, in the foreground a man sowing, 
in the distance a man ploughing, a house, trees, and hills, at left base KUCHLER. 
Rev. As the last. Silver and bronze, size 31. 

XLII. In exergue vu. s. A.; C. H. KUCHLER. F.; a landscape, in the fore- 
ground cow and calf, two sheep and a lamb, and a shepherd, in the distance 
hills, trees, and a house, in which two persons are seen. Rev. as XL. Silver 
and bronze, size 31. 
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XLIII. GEORGE WASHINGTON PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. ; bust of 
Washington, facing the right; on edge of arm HALLIDAY. s. Rev. COMMISSION 
RESIGNED : PRESIDENCY RELINQUISHED. ; in exergue 1797; an altar half covered 
by a cloth, showing on one end the shield of the United States, on it lie a 
sword and fasces circled by a wreath of olive. Bronze, size 34. 

XLIV. G. WASHINGTON PRES. UNIT. STA.; bust of Washington, facing 
the right; on edge of arm H. Rev. COMMISS. RESIGNED: PRESIDENCY RELINQ. ; 
in exergue 1797; design as last, but smaller. Bronze, size 29. 

LV. G. WASHINGTON PRES. UNIT. STA.; bust of Washington, facing the 
right, on edge of arm H. Rev. COMMISS. RESIGNED: PRESIDENCY RELINQ.; in 
exergue 1797; design as XLIII, but smaller. Silver, size 26. 

LVI. GEORGE WASHINGTON ; bust of Washington, facing the left, on 
edge of arm wyon. Rev. GENERAL OF THE AMERICAN ARMIES 1775. RESIGND 
THE COMMAND 1783. ELECTED PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 1789. RE- 
ELECTED 1793. RESIGN’D. 1797. in nine parallel lines. Tin, size 24. 

XLVII. G. WASHINGTON PRESIDENT. 1797; bust of Washington, facing 
the left. Rev. AMOR. HONOR. ET. JUSTITIA. G. W. G. G. M.; a group of Masonic 
emblems. Brass, size 22. 

XLVIII. wWasHINcTON.:- THE. GREAT. D. G.; head of Washington, facing 
the right. Rev. A circle of thirteen rings, inscribed with the initials of the 
thirteen original states, N. H., MS., N. Y., N. J., P., D., M., V. alone remain visible. 
Copper, size 17. 

XLIX. GEORGEIVs WASHINGTON; bust of Washington, facing the left. 
Rev. NORTH WALES ; a crowned harp. Copper, size 17. 

L. GEORGE WASHINGTON; bust of Washington, facing the right. 
Rev. SUCCESS TO THE UNITED*STATES; an eye surrounded by rays and stars. 
Brass, size 16. 

LI. The same, with very slight differences. Brass, size 16. 

LII. The same ona smaller scale. Brass, size 12. 

LIII. GEN. GEO. WASHINGTON PRESI. OF THE UNIT. STA.; in exergue, BORN 
FEB’, 1732 DIED DEC*. 1799; bust of Washington, facing the right, on a 
pedestal between an olive-branch and a laurel-branch ; the pedestal rests on a 
large altar-like base, on which is an incongruous picture; at the right lie the 
tables of the Ten Commandments, at the left a mortar, balls, drum, flag, sword, 
guns and cap; beyond are a man ploughing, buildings and hills, and to the right 
a vessel on the ocean, beyond which are seen the rays of the rising sun; at 
the right of the base stands Minerva, and at the left an Indian warrior. No 
reverse. Silver, size 41 1-2. 

LIV. GEORGE WASHINGTON.; bust of Washington, facing the left, within 
a wreath of olive. Rev. HE IS IN GLORY, THE WORLD IN TEARS.; in exergue 
BORN FEB. II 1732 OB. DEC. 14. 1799 #'. 68.; an altar inscribed vicToR SINE 
CLADE, and decorated with evergreen ; on the top stands a funeral urn, against 
which a boy leans en at the left of the altar stands Minerva, leaning 
on a shield with the eagle of the United States; on the altar and at the 
right is a group of various implements of peace and war, as compasses, 
swords, flag, trumpet, pennon, guns, anchor, cannon, balls, &c. Tin, size 36. 

LV. GEORGE WASHINGTON OB: 14 DEC*. 1799. =: 68.; bust of Washing- 
ton, facing the right; on edge of arm I. w. Rev. EMANCIPATOR OF AMERICA 
in three curving lines between an olive-branch and an oak-branch ; above the 
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inscription the Angel of Fame flying to the left, holding to her mouth a long 
trumpet. Bronze, size 28. 

LVI. GEN‘. GEORGE WASHINGTON; bust of Washington, facing the left. 
Rev. BORN FEB 22”. 1732. DIED DEC. 14 1799 in four lines within a wreath 
formed of two oak-branches. Tin, size 28. 

LVII. GEORGE WASHINGTON ESQ", LATE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA; bust of Washington, facing the right ; on edge of arm wEstT- 
woop F. Rev. Round the outside, MADE COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THE AMERI- 
CAN FORCES THE 15 JUNE 1775; within a wreath of laurel leaves tied by a 
ribbon and ornamented with thirteen stars, WITH COURAGE AND FIDELITY HE 
DEFENDED THE RIGHTS OF A FREE PEOPLE DIED DEC™. 14. 1799 AGED 68 in eight 
curving lines; at the top a bundle of thirteen arrows spread out like a fan. 
Bronze, size 26. 

LVIII. Same obverse. Rev. Same design with slight differences, par- 
ticularly in the ribbon and arrows, a period after PEOPLE. Bronze, size 26. 

LIX. GEORGE WASHINGTON BORN FEB. II. 1732. DIED DC. 21 1799 ; bust 
of Washington, facing the right; on edge of arm wyon. Rev. as XXXIX. 
Copper, size 21. 

LX. HE ISIN GLORY, THE WORLD IN TEARS.; bust of Washington, facing 
the left, within a wreath of olive. Rev. B. F. 11. 1732. G. A. ARM. 75. R. 83. 
Pp. U. S. A. 89. R. 96. G. ARM. U. S. 98. OB. D. 14. 1799.; a funeral urn inscribed 
YW. Gold, size 19. 

LXI. Same design with slight differences, particularly in the wreath 
and urn. _ Tin, size 18 1-2. 

LXIl. Obverse as LX. Rev. B. FEB. 11 1732. GEN. AM. ARMIES. 1775. 
RE. 1783, PRES. U. S. AM. 89. R. 96. GEN. ARM. U. S. AM. 98. OB. D. 15. '99.; at the 
base a skull and cross-bones. Silver, size 18 1-2. 

LXIII. HE IN GLORY, THE WORLD IN TEARS. OB, D. 14. 99 &*. '68.; bust 
of Washington, facing the left, within a wreath of olive ; below the bust c. w. 
No reverse. Bronze, oval, 19x 16 

LXIV. GEORGE WASHINGTON BORN FEB" 22. 1732. DIED DEC" IZ 1799.; 
bust of Washington, nearly full face, but slightly to the right; below 1. B. c. 
Rev. A MAN HE WAS TO ALL HIS COUNTRY DEAR. in four lines within a wreath of 
two olive-branches tied by a bow; above is an eye, from which rays issue 
downwards. Copper, size 24. 

The medal itself is new, struck a few years ago from what was said to be 
an old die, as it probably is. 

LXV. Same obverse. Rev. ABRAHAM LINCOLN; KEY F.; bust of Lin- 


- coln, facing the right. Copper, size 24. 


LXVI. GEORGE WASHINGTON OB: 14 DEC". 1799 #: 68 ; bust of Washing- 
ton, facing the right. Rev. Round the outside, LATE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA.; within a wreath of an olive-branch and an oak-branch 
THE HERO OF FREEDOM THE PRIDE OF HIS COUNTRY AND ORNAMENT OF HUMAN 
NATURE 1800, in eight lines; on the wreath are placed twelve stars, and 
from the thirteenth at the top, thirteen arrows diverge like a fan. Bronze, 
size 24 I-2. 


[To be continued.] 
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NUMISMATIC PHILOLOGY. 


[The following article, which we think cannot fail to interest our readers, was found among 
the papers of the late HENry CHampion, of New Haven, Conn. While its value in its present 
condition is great, we are sure that had its lamented author been able to revise it, before publi- 
cation, he would have rendered it still more so, as his intimate acquaintance with the science, 
as well as his accurate scholarship, is well known to all numismatologists. — Eprrors.] 


Tue branch of philological inquiry designated by the above title, is one 
that has never, so far as I am aware, received particular attention from writers 
on either Philology or Numismatics, both illustrating their subjects often by 
examples derived from it, but neither condescending to devote a chapter or 
even a section entirely to it; and yet it is a subject of interest, not only to ° 
the scholar in those two branches of science, but to the general reader, and 
the collation of the various names of coins with their derivations will be found 
to group together the pieces of the civilized world in a much smaller compass 
than would be generally supposed, and will often show the identity of coins, 
apparently not in the slightest degree connected, — e. g. the French sou and 
the English shilling — while hardly a name or denomination of coin exists 
but has some history connected with it, interesting, instructive, or at least 
curious. | 

A little attention to the origin of coins will show us what we should nat- 
urally expect as the course which the nomenclature of coins would take, and 
give direction in a measure to our researches among them. The earliest coins 
of which we have knowledge were mere weights of silver stamped with de- 
vices to denote their issue by the state, and that they were of full weight and 
fineness; and it is universally acknowledged that such was the probable origin 
of coins inall lands. To these pieces then it would be natural to give a name 
signifying their weight, and in fact hardly any other could have been given. 
Thus we find the Greek drachme, the Jewish shekel, the Roman as, and many 
others among the primitive coins of nations, named from their weight. But 
it is a well a fact that no coin,,however pure and accurate when first 
issued, remains long at its original weight and fineness. Depreciation grad- 
ually takes place, faster in some places than in others, until the coin no longer 
is equivalent to the weight whose name it bears, and the same coin in different 
places is of different values. Thus arises the necessity of different names for 
the same piece in the different lands where it is issued, and these would nat- 
urally be given from the name of the state, the sovereign, the device, or some 
other distinguishing mark. Thus, the Daric was the Stater of Darius; and 
the Bezant the Solidus of Byzantium. The issue of fractional parts or mul- 
tiples of the original unit of coin would of course give rise to other names, de- 
noting the part, as our cent, or one-hundreth, or the German Zwanziger, or 
Twenty-er, being the piece of twenty kreuzers. Then many peculiarities in 
the coins, as the metal, device, inscription, etc. would give rise to other names, 
of which instances enough will be given in the course of this article. 

My authorities for the various statements I shall make are various books 
on coins and philology, and dictionaries, chiefly the latest edition of Webster. 
In many cases, however, I have relied upon memory, and in others upon con- 
jecture. In numerous instances there are several derivations given for the 
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same word; where I have generally followed that which seemed most prob- 
able, occasionally giving the others in passing. 

I propose now to take the principal denominations of coins, especially in 
modern times and civilized countries, and trace out their derivations, modifica- 
tions, and divisions, and first, to take the piece most universal in its ramifica- 
tions over the world, — first of the pound. This never has been a coin in Eng- 
land, but is their unit of coinage, and at first denoted precisely a pound troy of 
silver. This has degenerated from time to time, until nowits value is less than 
five dollars, or not one third of the original weight of the pound. In France, 
however, this degeneration has been far greater. There the unit of coinage 
was the livre, or pound, nearly equal to one pound avoirdupois, and in the time 
of Charlemagne was a pound of pure silver. In course of time, that original 
weight has become a coin, and now with the name of livre or pound still at- 
tached, it is worth but eighteen cents, while at one time, 1715, it degenerated 
still further to an actual value of only eight cents, or in weight, about one 
one hundred and fiftieth part of a pound,a degeneration not to be equalled 
elsewhere in the history of numismatics, and hardly in that of continental cur- 
rency or confederate bonds. The same name appears somewhat changed in 
the lira of Italy, and the weight gave their names to the feso (peseta) of 
Spain and the as of Rome. The derivations of the pound and livre are 
very similar. Pound from fondus, a weight, and pendo, to weigh ; livre from 
libra, scales, and “dro, to weigh, both denoting the unit of weight. 

The livre, it should be said, has now been replaced by the franc, a piece 
of nearly identical value, and so called, perhaps from franc, free, because 
the livre was forbidden and called in, while the franc was free to be used — 
but probably from France. 

The livre and pound are both divided into twenty parts, the one into 
sous, the other into shillings. The sou or sol, called soldo in Italy, suggests 
almost necessarily the solidus of Rome, from which the word sou is doubtless 
derived. The solidus of Rome, was a gold piece of 140 grains in the palmy 
days of the Empire, but with all the other coins degenerated until its value 
was only about the twentieth part of a pound of silver, when the name became 
affixed to the silver coin of France; and also suggested the division of the 
English pound into twenty parts. To these the English gave the name of 
shilling, a word seen in Germany as schilling, in Norway as skilling, and 
tracing its way back through various mutations to the old Hebrew shekel, 
itself derived from a word signifying 4o weigh. The shekel is in value about 
sixty cents, while its modern representatives have sunk in England to twenty- 
five, and in Germany to two, and even one-half cent. 

Though it should be said that this derivation of the word shilling is not 
free from doubt, others say it also came from so/, solidus, with the diminutive 
termination “mg, solling, thence schilling; others still from silber-ling, to 
silling and shilling, corresponding to the silverling mentioned in the author- 
ized translation of Is. vii. 23. 

Thus much for the pound. Its one-twelfth or ounce has given America 
her dollar. The name came from Germany, where either Dale was the first 
town that issued them, or the counts of some valley, 7/a/, were celebrated 
for the purity and weight of their coins. Originally an ounce of silver, and 
in value something over a dollar, the thaler or p of Norway kept for 
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a long time its full value, and has now fallen only to about seventy cents, or 
two thirds of its former value. All over Germany it is the almost invariable 
unit. In Norway it is the daler, in Italy the tallero. Travelling to Spain it 
became dalera, whence we took it as dollar, to become the unit of our cur- 
rency. Spain sent it also to Ceylon, where it degenerated to thirty cents, and 
to British Guiana, where the dollar is worth but eighty cents. The divisions 
of the thaler I will notice elsewhere. The dollar we divide into one hundred 
cents or hundredths, and this name is used very commonly to denote that part 
of the unit: as the cent in Canada, the hundredth of the new florin; centavo 
in South America. The franc or livre, divided into one hundred parts, gives 
us the centime in France, and this is a common name in Holland, Switzer- 
land, and some parts of Germany, while Italy calls it centesimo. In Amer- 
ica ten of these cents area dime. This name brings us back to Rome again, 
through the French dixiéme or disme, to denarius, to which our dime is ve 
nearly equal in value. The denarius, or ten of the pieces called as, has its phi- 
lological descendants almost everywhere, as in the old eastern dinar, a gold 
coin, simply deriving its name from the dinar, without any relation of ten to 
any other coin. As also in the décime, or tenth of a franc, and the old denier, 
or tenth of a sou, decimo and denarius, the one from South America, the 
other a Swiss piece, belong to the same family, though perhaps all of these 
derive their names simply from the relation of tenth, without any connection 
with the denarius of Rome. 

Here it may be noticed that our coinage, like our nation, is derived from 
many sources. The eagle, like the bird whose image it bears, is native 
American, no such name and no coin of the same value being in existence 
elsewhere ; dollar we derive from Germany, while Spain gave us the value of 
the coin; dime we have from the old denarius, as just said, while cent, though 
Latin in its derivation, was undoubtedly suggested by the French centime, 
then just issued. 

But denarius has another descendant in the monetary line, if less hon- 
orable, not less ancient than the others. When the Romans conquered Britain, 
they carried thither their coinage; and the denarius, slightly depreciated, was 
of about the value of the British penny ; so that the two became one, and to this 
day the initial letter of denarius is the abbreviation for penny. The penny 
suffered depreciation with the higher denominations, and now is but a fraction 
in value of the denarius, which ceased to be coined before the depreciation 
had reached so low. The name of penny is German, and appears in pfennig, 
or penig, from the Danish penge, money. Pfennig is a common name for small 
copper coin in Germany, but the name suggests no definite value ; generally 
the 1-360th part of a thaler, in some places 288 only, and in others 576 are 
needed to make a thaler, while the coin itself varies in weight from 18 to 47 
grains, the last about the weight of this year's copper cents. The penny sug- 
gests farthing, derived from the Saxon /eorth, fourth, and denoting simply the 
fourth part of the penny. | 

The names of pieces derived in this way are numerous. Soine have been 
alluded to. The dreiling and sechsling, or one third and one sixth of a schil- 
ling ; the quartillo, and quattrino, and quarter, each the fourth part of a higher 
denomination ; the ochavo, or eighth of a dollar in Spain, — and many others. 


Multiplication gives names often, as the zehner and zwanziger of Ger- 
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many, or pieces of ten and twenty kreuzers. The material, shape, and color, 
often lend a name to a coin, such as the albus, or white piece ; schwaren, or 
black piece, from schwarz, black, or perhaps the heavy piece, from schwer, 
heavy. The baubee, from the French éas ézl/on, base metal. The piastre, 
from a word denoting a broad thin plate of metal. The rupee from vopah, 
silver; the groat, and its German kindred grote and groschen, and the Dutch 
groot, from gross, great, the large piece in distinction from the smaller penny 
or pfennig. On the other hand, we have lepton in Greece, from /effos, small, 
the small piece, as being the smallest coin. 

Another curious example may be found in gulden or gilder, originally, 
gulden groschen, the gold groschen; it was a gold coin, but it dropped the 
noun and became simply gulden, or gold piece, and then depreciated, so that 
now it is silver, while still called the golden. Add to these liard, Fr. 4aré, 
gray; stuber, stuiver, from stufe, ein stuck, or a piece. Take pistareen, from 
piaster, the little piastre, as an example of diminifying the name of another 
coin. 

Many pieces derive their names from the device upon them. Here may 
be mentioned the German kreuzer, or crossed piece, from #veuz, a cross. The 
copeck from sopye, a lance, or perhaps from sopek, a dog, the mark of Tartar 
coins. Crown is a familiar name, derived from the crown upon the head of 
the sovereign’s effigy, while the crown of France, ecu, and that of Italy, scudo, 
derived from the Latin scuéwm,a shield, point to that object as the distin- 
guishing mark upon the early coins of the denomination. 

The sovereign’s head has given several names; such are the kopfstuck, 
or head-piece of Austria. The testoon or testone, vulgarly tester, from the 
French Zéée, head. 

Here may be mentioned the noble and angel of England, the lion of 
Scotland, the pagoda of India, and our own eagle; rappen of Switzerland, 
from rade, a raven, from the raven’s head upon it. 

The fact that a coin represents the monetary unit, often serves to desig- 
nate the name. ‘Take, for instance, the reis of Portugal, and real of Spain, 
both from ves, a thing, and denoting ¢he thing, on which the whole monetary 
system is founded, an exact parallel to which is found in the Turkish fava, or 
piece. 

Another illustration may be found in the Turkish rouble, from rudlya, 
to cut, denoting that which is cut out, from the mass of silver, as the unit. So 
also mark allied to marche, a border or limit, probably has some reference to 
the limit or border which marks off the currency from the uncoined mass. 

A similar idea of giving names from weights, has been alluded to, in 
pound, livre, etc.; while heller, or one sixteenth of an ounce, will show the 
same applied to a small coin. And here also should be mentioned the stater, 
or standard coin, a piece named in the same way that England might call her 
pound the sterling; add here batz from dacken, to bake, because it is the 
piece baked out of the melted mass into a solid piece. 

The original source often gives a name, as has already been said. Thus, 
Florence has perpetuated herself in the florin, a coin now issued throughout 
Europe, but originating there. 

Ducat, from dux, a duke, or ducatus, a dukedom, because first issued by 
the Doge or Duke of Venice; or perhaps because bearing prominently in 
their inscription the word ducatus. 
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A less obvious derivation of this kind is seen in the Spanish maravedi, 
from maradéitin, the dynasty of the Moors in Spain, by whom the piece was 
first used; and perhaps the pataca, or patacoon of Spain and Portugal, from 
Patagon, Patagonia, the Spanish name for Buenos Ayres, from whence the 
silver came from which the pieces were coined ; also pistole, from Pistoja in 
Italy. 

4h similar spirit often affixes the name of the sovereign who issues the 
piece. Louis-d’or is a familiar instance, while Carlins, Paoli, or Pauls, and 
perhaps the Joe of Portugal, will furnish other illustrations, In Italy, this 
system is carried to excess, and their pieces are burdened with the cumbrous 
names of Francescone, Leopoldone, etc. 





THE SCOPE OF COIN-STUDIES. 


BY A STUDENT. 


Nowuere have I found in my reading, such a presentation of the extent 
and scope of numismatic studies, as in Spanheim’s celebrated Déssertation 
upon the Choice and Use of Ancient Coins, of which I am the fortunate pos- 
sessor, at least so far as a mutilated copy of the second volume. It is in Latin 
(fearfully hard Latin), printed in Amsterdam, in c191I9cLXxxI, or 1671, if I read 


it correctly. The typography is curious, the whole work being set up without 
any break into paragraphs, so that when you begin to read it, you are com- 
pelled to go clear through the volume without a halt or a breath. 

But the maé¢er is delightful, and it were to be desired that some pub- 
lisher would have it translated and re-issued in English. 

The Index, which is most elaborately prepared, shows with sufficient 
clearness the extent and scope with which the subject is treated. In the 
present communication I confine myself to that. There are nine Disserta- 
tions, viz: — 

1. The commendation of coin-studies on account of the Dignity of the 
subject. 

2. On account of its Utslity. 

. Its use in Natural Science. 

. Its value in investigating the history of Plants. 
. In General History. 

. In Roman History before the Czesars. 

. In the Augustan period. 

. In the Titles and Honors of the Augustuses. 

g. Comparison between the utility of Numismatics and the study of an- 
cient stones or inscriptions. 

To the first of these subjects the learned antiquary gives thirty pages, 
showing the Dzguzty of the subject from its antiquity, its duration, the nobility 
of its argument, the splendor and authority of the theme, etc., etc. 

Under the head of U#kty he divides his thoughts into these heads: 
First. Concerning the forms of the ancient Greek, Raia, Pheenician, and 
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other letters. Concerning the ancient reason for writing with the Greeks. 
Concerning the additions and changes of letters. Concerning compendiums 
of letters. Concerning their orthography. 

Second. In moral and civil science. Under the head of Natural Science 
he ranges the earth of beasts, birds, fishes, and fadulosa animalia. The dove 
and elephant, the hippopotamus and boar, the hyena and dolphin, the rhino- 
ceros and hydra, each, as it stares upon us from the surface of a coin, yields its 
own story, practical or hieroglyphical, in these ancient pages. 

The patient and thorough manner in which old Spanheim works up 
his subject, compares most favorably with the flippant style affected by mod- 
ern authors. See that travesty upon coin-science published by the Harpers - 
(Prime’s Cozns, etc.), or that melange, published by Bohn (Humphreys’ Cozn Co/- 
lectors’ Manual), as fair subjects of comparison. What use do such books serve ? 
The student has no room for them on zs shelf, and the mere amateur cannot 
understand them. Shall we never have, in the United States, a compend of 
coin-studies worthy the name ? 





SALE OF MEDALS. 


Ar a sale of the library of a deceased physician, by Latimer & Cleary, 
Washington, D. C., January 30, the following medals brought the prices 
affixed : — 


Obv. Bust of Buchanan, President of the U. S. Rev. To Dr. Frederick Rose, Assistant Sur- 
geon Royal Navy G. B. “For kindness and humanity to officers and crew of the U. S. Steamer 
Susquehanna.” Fine large bronze proof. $3.00. 

The Pancoast Medal. Obv. Bust. Rev. “Joseph Pancoast, M. D., Professor of Anatomy, 
Jefferson College. Born 1805.” Fine large bronze proof. $7.75. 

Medal. Obv. Army Surgeon, Sick Soldier, etc. Rev. “In commemoration of the Great 
Central Fair for the U. S. Sanitary Commission held at Philadelphia, June, 1864.” Bronze, and 
very fine. $5.50. 

Small Bronze Medal. Obv. Bust of David Hosack,M.D. Rev. “Arts and Sciences,” 
with Symbols, $2.25. 

Dundee Half Penny. Date, 1796. Beautiful proof impression, and rare, 60 cents. 

Fine Bronze Medal. Obv. Bust of Fulton. “Fulton Institute, Lancaster, Pa.” Rev. 
Awarded to The same in white metal. Lot, $1.75. 








LAFAYETTE MEDAL. 


Obv. Profile bust of Lafayette, to left, draped heavily in cloak. Above, 
the name “ Lafayette,” in semicircle, | 

Rev, Encravep. “ To — John Allen, — from his friend — James Well- 
stood — alias — Edie Ochiltree — pilgrim to the land — of — Burns —” partly 
encircled by engraved wreath of thistle. The medal appears to be cast as a 
whole (except the engraving), or is an electrotype as to the obverse, I cannot 
say which, and is heavily silver-plated. It was purchased at the “ Allan silver 
sale,” as a se/ver medal. It has a loop and ring at the top. I believe Wellstood 
was the author of a small volume entitled “ Pilgrimage to the Land of Burns.” 


Isaac F. Woop. 
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“ELBA MEDAL.” 


Editors of Fournal of Numismatics : 


In my collection is a curious caricature medalet of Napoleon (1st), which 
I do not remember to have seen described. The obverse bears a dejected 
jackass, head and ears down, and tail sullenly closed in, led by his Satanic 
Majesty, who appears to be in great glee; the Devil’s right hand grasps a rope 
which is noosed around the neck of Napoleon, who in military uniform and 
cocked hat straddles the donkey in reverse order, and holds on carefully by 
the animal’s rump. Legend above, “ Inseparable friends” ; below, “ To Elba.” 
Reverse, “ We conquer to set free, March 31st, 1814,” enclosing the inscrip- 
tion, “ Emp. — of Russia — K. of Prussia — Marquis — Wellington — Prince 
— Schwartzenberg —.” The metal appears to be German silver plated, size 


16. I. F. W. 





PAPAL MEDALS. 


A CORRESPONDENT of the Mew York Observer, quotes the following from 
“ Travels in Western Switzerland,” in 1781, by J. R. Sinner, of the Numis- 
matic Collection at Berne. He says : — 

“ Among the modern coins preserved in this cabinet there is to be seen there a somewhat 
remarkable copper coin, the size of a French sol. It was struck by order of Pope Gregory XIII., 
bearing on one side the effigy of the Pontiff, and representing on the reverse the St. Bartholomew 
Massacre, with this legend — Huguonotorum caedes. Neither Nero nor Domitian have allowed 
themselves to preserve for posterity, upon their coins, the memory of the innocent blood they 
have spilt ; but the spirit of persecution and religious fanaticism made to be forgotten the sights 
of humanity.” 

A series of the Papal Medals, numbering one hundred and ten pieces, 
in which was the above mentioned medal, was sold in December last at a 
sale by George A. Leavitt & Co., New York, for the low price of thirty cents 
each; many of the medals were scarce and of very fine workmanship. We 
print the extract as we find it. The carelessness of the copyist is very evident, 
particularly at the close, and the inscription on the medal really reads, Ugono¢- 
torum Strages. — Ep. 





COIN OF SULTANA. 


AN interesting little copper in my cabinet bears on its obverse the arms 
of the British East India Company, date 1804, and the legend “ /s/and of 
Sultana ;” the reverse has the Oriental characters peculiar to the rupees, mo- 


hurs, etc., with what looks very like a date of 1719, with the “7” reversed 
(thus Z). I have hunted atlas and cyclopedia pretty thoroughly, and nowhere 
can I find mention of “ Sultana.” 

There exists a piece precisely like it, date and all, but the legend is 
“Tsland of Sumatra.” At the date 1804, the British settlements of Ben- 
coolen, etc., on the latter island, were in charge of the East /ndia Company, 
but afterward were ceded to the Dutch. 

By the way, the amount of interesting information one can master in the 
process of investigating these little out of the way pieces, is not the least 
pleasure attendant on collecting. 
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INTERNATIONAL COINAGE. 


[The comments of Zhe Nation are always valuable, and we are glad to see that they have 
taken up the subject of International Coinage. We give below an article which recently ap- 
peared in their columns, and trust that their advice will be heeded by Congress. — Eps. ] 


Tue Franco-German war, helpful to civilization, as we believe it to have 
been in the main, has had one result which friends of universal peace must 
consider unfortunate, It has indefinitely postponed the realization of the 
scheme of international coinage, in support of which so many statisticians and 
publicists of all nations have been laboring for many years, and with which 
Mr. Samuel B. Ruggles, in our own country, is so honorably associated. 
There is probably no one of the small things which help to keep nations apart 
by impeding commerce, so absurd both in form and substance as the differ- 
ences in national money, and nothing does more to keep alive the delusions 
with regard to the nature of money in general which are the pests of political 
economy. We were making, it seems, considerable progress toward an assim- 
ilation of all the gold coinage of the Western World when the Prussian war 
broke out. In 1869 a large majority of the chambers of commerce of the 
various German States met in convention at Hamburg, and agreed to recom- 
mend their governments to adopt as their common monetary gold unit the 
French five-franc piece. Then came the war, and after it the payment of the 
enormous indemnity in gold to Germany, which the new empire at once 
began to coin into units of its own of “ twenty marks,” equal to 6 2-3 Prussian 
thalers, or 476.4 American cents, while the twenty-five franc piece is worth 
482 cents. In 1869 Sweden contributed to the work of general unification, a 
new coin called the “carolin,” worth ten francs ; but last year a convention of 
the three Scandinavian States adopted a new gold unit of their own, also, called 
a gold crown, worth only 270 American cents, eight of them equal to nine 
German marks, 

An international gold unit seems further off than it was five years ago, so 
far that Mr. Ruggles gives up all hope of it for the present, and urges the 
friends of the movement to devote themselves now, as the next best thing, to 
securing an assimilation of the silver coinage. There is a bill now before 
Congress providing for the revision of the coinage of the United States, which 
proposes to reduce the silver dollar from 412 1-2 grains to 384. The addi- 
tion of 1 8-10 grains, or one half cent, to this, would make our silver dollar 
precisely equal to the five-franc piece of France, Belgium, Italy, and Switzer- 
land, Spain and Greece, and just double the new silver florin of Austria, and 
would lead to its circulation without recoinage among a population of 120,- 
000,000 Europeans. The Finance Committee of the Senate has reported in 
favor of making the required change in the new half dollar, but the National 
Board of Trade, on Mr. Ruggles’s suggestion, urges its application to the 
whole dollar, and we hope they may be listened to. We should then have 
got some distance toward community of coinage, at least with “the Latin 
races,” and if there were only two units afloat in the civilized world, the Latin 
and German, the final consummation would not be very far off. 
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PAPER CURRENCY. 


Let us rejoice that a better era is upon us, and the faces of living statesmen and generals are 
no longer to challenge from the currency of the realm our criticism on their acts. It was a war 
measure, to be justified by military necessity, if at all, this system of familiarizing the people of 
the country with their leading men, by circulating them wpon the currency. It was a pleasant 
thing, no doubt, for Mr. Chase, on rewarding the old negro at Key West for his attentions with 
his counterfeit presentment on a dollar note, to be recognized by the likeness, and to be told 
with an hilarious display of irony and vigorous doffing of head-gear, “ Ah! now me knows who 
massa is — you is old Massa Greenbacks.” But the principle is still safe and good that no man 
should be called happy until death has closed his record, and of the civilians who adorned the 
early issues, Lincoln, Seward, Chase, Stanton, Fessenden, the Chief Justice remains alone. There 
was sense as well as wit in the ridicule with which the system was at first assailed, and which 
prompted a Congressman to send to the Speaker’s desk a new table of American currency for 
school use which ran — 


“ Two Fessendens make one Stanton, 
Two Stantons make one Chase.” — 7ranscript. 


A REMINISCENCE OF THE OPENING OF THE ERIE CANAL. 


‘*Mr. WALTER WEED, of Auburn, has one of the large silver medals struck off by the city of 
New York, at the completion of the Erie Canal. It was presented to his father by the city of 
New York, together with a box to contain it, into which it just fits, made from the Seneca Chief, 
the first boat that went through the canal from end to end.” 

Commenting upon this statement, Mr. Joseph Seymour writes to the Syracuse Standard as 
follows: “The wood of which the boxes were made to hold the medals struck in commemoration 
of the completion of the Erie Canal, was brought by the boat Seneca Chief, not of the boat itself. 
The Seneca Chief was the first boat that passed (if I recollect right) from Buffalo through the 
canal to Albany, and then to New York, where she joined in the great celebration ; and was, as 
you may well suppose, an object of great interest. Her passengers were De Witt Clinton and 
staff, the engineer, and prominent men of our State at that time. 

“The wood of which the boxes were made to hold the medals was cedar, and cut, I think, in 
the vicinity of Buffalo. I was a very young lad, and had just commenced learning my trade, and 
my employer — Maltby Pedetrean, a silversmith in Rice Street, Fourth Ward, New York — had 
the contract from the Common Council for striking the medals. A wood-turner in William Street, 
same ward, had the contract for making the boxes. C. C. Wright, the then eminent engraver and 
die-sinker, and early in life a practical silversmith, cut the dies ; and Durang, the artist and great 
mechanic, became associated in business together about that time, and I think they are entitled 
justly to be named as the founder of the beautiful and artistic system of bank note and line en- 
graving, which I think is admitted, as shown by the work done by the present American Bank 
Note Company, to excel that of any other. 

“I was often sent, during the time the dies were in process of cutting, to and fro with the dies, 
with impressions to their office, which was in the building, southeast corner of Broadway and 
Canal streets. ‘The building, I think, is yet standing. The exact number of medals struck I do 
not now remember, but of gold I think fifty-one were struck and sent to the different crowned 
heads of the world and eminent men, — one to Lafayette. Of silver several hundreds; but the 
larger number of block tin or white metal. It was my duty and privilege to help make the press 
and assist in getting up the medals, and of all who were engaged upon them I believe I am the 
only one now living. I have one of the medals in my possession. It is very beautiful in design 
and workmanship. On one side is Pan and Neptune in loving embrace, with the cornucopia, 
showing the fruits of the land, the sea and shore, with light-house, etc., and the inscription, ‘Union 
of Erie with the Atlantic.’ The obverse the coat of arms of the State, and section of the canal, 
showing locks and tunnel, with the bay of New York, ship in full sail, and city, with the inscrip- 
tion, ‘ Erie Canal commenced 4th of July, 1817. Completed 26th October, 1825. Presented by 
the city of New York, 1826.’” 
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THE BIBLE AND COIN-STUDY. 
BY ROBERT MORRIS, LL. D. 


In reading up old Latin authors to secure a lost facility for the language, 
I am going through the good old jog-trot copy, “ Interprete Theodoro Beza,” 
and have marked the passages that suggest thoughts in numismatics. 

The first is from Mark xii. 15-17: “Ipse verd, quum sciret eorum 
hypocrisin, dixit eis, Quid me tentatis? proferte mihi denarium, ut videam. 

“Tlli verd protulerunt. Tunc dicit eis, Cujus est imago ista et inscriptio ? 
Illi verd dixerunt ei, Czesaris. 

“Et respondens Jesus dixit eis, Reddite qua sunt Czsaris Czsari, et 
quz Dei sunt Deo. Et admirati sunt super eo.” 

I take out of my pocket four specimens of this coin, the denarius, of 
which Webster says in his Unabridged, “ Latin, from denz, ten each... . 
a Roman coin of the value of about sixteen or seventeen cents; so called 
from its being worth originally ten of the pieces called as.” In law-books it 
is used for an English penny. The writer of the article “ Denarius,” in the 
old Encyclopedia Americana in a valuable foot-note, concludes the value 
to be about fourteen cents and a quarter. But standard numismatic au- 
thorities (Madden for instance) set it at about fifteen cents. 

The four that lie side by side on my table are the money of Severus, 
Julia Pia, Antoninus Pius, and Faustina, bearing the heads in good relief of 
those men and women who in their day led the fashions, basked in luxury, 
murdered and robbed judicially, and made their names heard in “ the world’s 
debate.” On the reverse side of Julia Pia are the words Matri Deum, “to the 
Mother of the Gods,” a species of adulation only a little worse than the mon- 
eyers of Europe even now yield to ¢hetr earthly gods. Her coins themselves 
are about once and a half heavier than the American silver dime, the artistic 
execution being considerably de¢¢er, but the mechanical execution considerably 
worse than the American mint achieves. 

Although these four denarii are by far too late in the chronological series 
to have served Jesus in His memorable and admirable reply, yet we are assured 
from abundance of specimens extant, that those of Augustus or of Tiberius 
Czesar, were much of the same size, weight, and general character as these; 
and therefore, we can, with propriety, take one of them and apply the words 
“ Render unto Cesar,” etc. And we do thereby gain a decided insight into 
the narrative. The movement explains the event. We feel willing to pass on 
to the next paragraph. It occurs to us that when Jesus said, Ego /ux in mun- 
dum veni, “ I have come the light of the world,” He spoke to men with eye- 
sight; not to the blind, for they would not have understood Him. So when 
the historian injects such a passage as this concerning the denarius, he sup- 
poses himself writing to persons who know what a denarius is. 

The second extract from old Beza is from Mark xii. 41-44: — 

“Et quum sedisset Jesus ex adverso gazophylacii, spectabat quomodo 
turba immitteret zs in gazophyllacium: multi igitur divites injiciebant multa. 

“Et quum venisset quaedam vidua pauper, injecit minuta zreola duo, 
quod est quadrans. 
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“Tunc ille, quum advocasset discipulos suos, dixit eis, Amen dico vobis, 
vidua hac pauper plus immisit quam omnes alii qui miserunt pecuniam in 
gazophylacium : 

“Nam omnes ex eo quod ipsis redundat immiserunt: hee verd e pen- 
uria sua immisit omnia que habebat, totum nempe victum suum.” 

Now, here is a handful of the little copper coins, the minuta ereola, such 
as the certain poor widow cast in. They run from ten to a cent to thirty toa 
cent in value, if indeed copper money can be said to have any value except as 
government by its stamp agrees to redeem it. In other words, is not all 
money of that sort, copper, tin, iron, nickel, brass, etc., of the nature of éokens, 
of which Webster gives this definition: “ In coinage, tokens were coins struck 
in cities and by private persons which were put into circulation, and upon 
being returned the issuer gave the value of them in current money.” If gov- 
ernment takes a p/anchet of nickel worth intrinsically, one half cent, and by its 
stamp of five cents, agrees to redeem it for five cents, that, I take it, is a gow 
ernment token. Such, I suppose, is all this handful of copper “ mites ” which 
I am using as a commentary upon the affecting incident of the poor widow 
and her “ mites,” of which, some time since, I wrote this verse : — 

“ How poor the widow, who received 
Such unexampled praise, behold! 
Two bits of worthless metal, cast 
Amidst the rich men’s gold! 
And yet they do our souls uplift, — 
The widow’s /eart went with her gift! 
Though insignificantly small, 
These were ‘the certain widow’s’ all! 
‘Verily,’ said the Voice Divine, 
‘More than they all she hath put in.’” 


In using two of these coins, “insignificantly small,” for my Sunday- 
school lectures, I am accustomed to conceal them between the thumb and 
forefinger of my right hand while I explain their extreme diminutiveness ; and 
when the interest in youthful minds is thoroughly aroused I hold them up to 
the view. So small are they that they require the sharp eyes of the youth to 
see them ten feet distant. 





TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 
BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 


Yanuary 2.— The annual meeting was held this day, the Vice-President, 
Mr. Davenport, filling the chair. The Secretary read the report of the last 
meeting, which was accepted. Mr. Davenport, as Curator, made a short state- 
ment, and asked for more time to make his formal annual report. In the ab- 
sence of the Treasurer, no financial report could be made. The committee 
appointed at the last meeting nominated the former board of officers for 
reélection. Their report was accepted, and the same persons were voted 
to their positions for this present year. Mr. Crosby exhibited two med- 
als, one of them struck from the metal of the bell of the Court-house in 
Chicago, destroyed in the fire of October, 1871. The Secretary exhibited 
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three curious pieces. One is of copper, size 22, THE RED MEN COME TO EL- 
TONS DAILY; a trader buying skins of an Indian. Rev. SKINS BOUGHT AT EL- 
TONS 1757; a deer (?) lying under trees. The other two pieces have a connec- 
tion, or rather a resemblance ; both are of size 46, and both have a loop 
formed of an eagle’s wing and a pipe; the first of silver reads GEORGIVS. III. 
D. G. M. BRI. FRA. ET. HIB, REX. F. D.; bust of George III. in armor, facing the 
right. Rev. HAPPY WHILE UNITED; in exergue 1764; at the 4/¢ a white man 
and an Indian with a pipe are seated under a strange tree; at the rzgh¢ is the 
sea, on which are three vessels, and near them a rocky point with a house; in 
the field N. york and pcr have been stamped; the second of copper, reads, 
REBELLION TO TYRANTS IS OBEDIENCE TO GOD; ona label virGin1A; the arms of. 
that state, an armed woman trampling on a man lying prostrate. Rev. HAPPY 
WHILE UNITED; in exergue 1780; at the #¢g#¢ a white man and an Indian with 
a pipe are seated under a strange tree ; at the /f¢ is the sea, on which are three 
vessels, and near them a rocky point with a house; there is nothing in the field. 
Concerning these three pieces nothing is known, and the owner and Society 
will be glad to receive any communication on the subject. The Society ad- 
journed at 4 3-4 P. M. WiuiaM S. Appleton, Secretary. 


February 6.— A monthly meeting -was held this day. The Secretary 
read the report of the last meeting, which was accepted. The President 
announced a donation from Rev. J. M. Finotti, of a curious little pamphlet, 
“ Portuguese & Spanish money turned into English coin ;” and Mr. Davenport 
presented, on behalf of Mr. Samuel Johnson, some small Swedish coins and 
others; he also exhibited a necklace made of old silver Arabic coins found in 
Sweden, and now gilt. Mr. Crosby exhibited the original silver patterns for 
pieces of 1,000 and 500 mills, prepared in 1783, and derived from the family 
of Charles Thomson, Secretary of Congress; also another for 500 mills, very 
similar, but without the words “ Constellatio Nova,” and also without the in- 
teresting and authentic history of the other two. Mr. Root exhibited the set 
of patterns for five francs and ten centimes, produced in France at the compe- 
tition under the Republic of 1848, about twenty-five of each in tin, which Mr. 
Root had covered with nickel for better preservation. The Secretary exhib- 
ited eight large silver German medals, religious and allegorical, on some of 
which are curious representations of Bible scenes. The Society adjourned 
shortly before 5 P. M. Wituiam S. AppLeton, Secredary. 


March 6.— A monthly meeting was held this day. The Secretary read 
the report of the last meeting, which was accepted. The Treasurer made his 
annual statement, showing the Society to be in excellent condition financially. 
The President exhibited a small selection from the Papal medals of ex-Pres- 
ident Dr. Winslow Lewis, including the rare medal of Gregory XIII. on the 
massacre of the Huguenots, 1572, a medal of Innocent XII. with the Basilica 
of Santa Maria Maggiore, and one of Clement XII. with that of St. John 
Lateran; also a siege piece of Campen, 1578. Mr. Pratt exhibited a gold 
coin of twelve lire of Genoa, a medal of Louis Napoleon at his election to the 
Presidency, and a silver medal presented to a member of the Palmetto regi- 
ment for services in Mexico, The Secretary exhibited a California gold quar- 
ter-dollar of 1872 with the head of Washington, and a brass medal of George 
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I., perhaps intended, as other later medals, for presentation to Indians; it has 
the bust of the king facing the right, and inscription GEORGE: KING: OF 
GREAT: BRITAIN. Rev. A hunter aiming an arrow at a deer, who stands near 
a very strange looking tree; in heaven is the sun: it is of size 26. The 
Society adjourned at 5 P. M. Wiuiam S. AppLeton, Secretary. 


THE DYING SPEECH OF OLD TENOR, 1750. 


In the Fournal for April, 1871 (vol. V. p. 80), was reprinted the famous 
poem by Joseph Green, of Boston, entitled, “4 Mournful Lamentation for 
the Sad and Deplorable Death of Mr. Old Tenor.” This was the most witty 
of the jeux d’ esprit brought out by the suppression of paper money in 1750, 
some of which no doubt are hopelessly lost. There was a strong prejudice in 
the minds of many, against what is now acknowledged to have been a meas- 
ure of incalculable benefit to the people of the Province. Some satirical 
verses, printed in Rhode Island and distributed in Massachusetts, called forth 
a proclamation from the provincial authorities, offering a reward for the appre- 
hension of the authors. William B. Trask, Esq., has found a broadside copy 
of this proclamation in volume 102 of the Massachusetts Archives, page 598, 
which he has copied and which is reproduced below: — 


By the HonouraBLE SPENCER PHIPS, Esq ; Lieutenant-Governour and Commander in Chief, 
in and over His Majesty’s Province of the Massachusetts-Bay in New-England. 


A PROCLAMATION. 


HEREAS there has been lately published and dispersed within this Province, an 

anonymous Paper in the Form of a Ballad, called, A sad and deplorable Lamenta- 

- tion, &c., —. . . . — wherein are contained many Expressions horribly prophane 

and impious, and such also as reflect the greatest Indignity and Contempt upon 

the Authority of the Legislature, and tend very much to weaken, if not subvert 

the happy Constitution of this Government: And whereas one Rodert Howland 

of Duxbury, and one Fobes Little of Little-Compton, are informed against for industriously publish- 

ing and dispersing, and one or both of them strongly suspected to be the Authors of the Paper 
aforesaid : 


DO therefore, with the Advice of His Majesty’s Council, and at the Desire of the House of 

Representatives, hereby require His Majesty’s Justices of the Peace, Sheriffs, and other 
Officers, with other His Majesty’s Subjects, to use their utmost Endeavours for the seizing, appre- 
hending and securing the said Robert Howland and Fobes Little, that so they may be brought 
to Justice: And for the Encouragement of the said Officers and others concerned, any Person or 
Persons that shall seize upon and secure the said Robert Howland and Fobes Little, or either 
of them, so that they, or either of them, shall be delivered up to Authority, he or they shall 
receive out of the publick Treasury the sum of TEN POUNDS Lawful Money for each of the 
said Persons they shall so secure and deliver up as aforesaid, together with all necessary Charges. 

GIVEN at the Council Chamber in Boston, the Eighteenth Day of April 1751, in the Twenty 
Sourth Year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord GEORGE the Second, by the Grace of GOD of 
Great-Britain, France, avd Ireland, KING, Defender of the Faith, &c. 


By Order of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governour, S. Phips. 
with the Advice of the Council, 
J. Willard, Secr. - 


GOD Save the KING. 


BOSTON : Printed by ohn Draper, Printer to His Honour the Lieutenant-Governour and Council. 
1751. 
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Can any reader of the Yournal furnish a copy of these verses, or give an 
account of Robert Howland and Fobes Little? 

Weare fortunate in being able to preserve some other verses of those times, 
on this subject, which illustrate the feeling of many in the community. They 
are reprinted below from a broadside belonging to Mr. Trask, perhaps the 
only one in existence. The author is unknown. The broadside seems to have 
been published in March, 1750. A _ broad, black, or mourning rule sur- 
rounded the printed matter, and another divided the columns. 


Tue Dyinc SPEECH OF OLD TENOR, 


On the 31ft of March 1750; being the Day appointed for his Execution. 
With a Word of Comfort to his difconfolate Mourners. 


Kind Reader, 

You cannot be infenfible how I have been ufed, and in what Manner for three Weeks paft, and 
what different Sentiments fome have entertain’d concerning me, calling me Bomaree, Old Stuff, and 
many other hard and approbious Names in the Publick Prints; but I was handled in fo rough a 
Manner, laft Wednefday, Thurfday and Friday, being the three laft Days before my Execution, that I 
catch’d a prodigious Cold, and on Friday Night was oblig’d to retire, having the Head-ach to a great 
Degree; but confidering how fhort my Time was, and the great Diftre/s of fome of my beft Friends, 
who appeared to me very Dull and Melancholy, was determin’d to leave them the following Legacy, for 
their own perufal, and their Children after them; which I penn’d in Part after Nine o’Clock, and 
Jinifh'd the next Morning early, knowing that it would be a very busy Day with me. After I had 
taken a little Breakfaft, which lay very hard in my Stomach, J was hurry’d about from one Part of 
the Town and Province to another in a moft violent Manner, fo that by One o'Clock, I could fcarcely 
fetch my Breath: After Dinner (having had avery poor Appetite, knowing the doleful Scene was not 
Sar off ) even fome of my beft Friends began to be thy of me, threatening to /hut up their Shops, becaufe I 
was thrown in upon them fo faft. About half an Hour before Sun-fet, thofe who were very fond of ME 
ONCE, ran about Town as if they were diftracted, for fear [fhould die in their Hands, and were 
as glad to get rid of me as if I had been a Rattle-fnake ; which brought to my Mind the Fable of an 
aged Hound being in purfuit of his Game, caught it, but could not hold it, becaufe his Teeth were worn 
out; for which his Mafter corretted him very feverely---The Dog begged that he might not be punifhed, 
alledging that he was old ; The Moral of which is, Many People are fo ungrateful as to take no Notice 
of the Ninety-nine good Turns, which they have received, if the Hundredth is denied them. 


SSSSSs 


SSSSSSSS Hat doleful Cries are thefe that fright 

SW eS my Senfe ! 

ococte Sad as the Gros i 

SSaggegg oes e Groans of dying Inno- 

The killing Accen/s now more near approach, 

And does moft Hearts with Grief and Wonder 
touch. 

It makes a mighty great and doleful Sound 

Spread far and wide, enlarges all around. 

My Name O/d Tenor is, 'tis true, I own, 

And by that Name have many Years been 
known. 

But what alas / is all this Stir and Noife! 

Have J not been quite juft unto your Caufe? 

Indeed Iv’e help’d the Poor Man in Ditftrefs, 

And eas’d the Widow and the Fatherlefs. 

I’ve built you Houfes, for to keep you warm, 

And bought you Cattle for to plow your Land. 

When in Diftrefs, a helping Hand I’ve been, 

And ° sor apna Things to carry you to your 

nd, 


When you’ve been fick, I’ve done the beft I 
cou’d 

To eafe your Mind, and do juft as you wou’d ; 

When you’ve been parch’d with Fevers violent, 

I to the Doétors for you have been fent. 

When your Guts grumbl’d and your Heads have 
ak’d 

I then ftood ready for to eafe your Pate. 

When you no Breeches had, or Coat to wear, 

You conftantly did unto me repair ; 

I bought you Caps, I bought you Shoes like- 
wife, 

And many a Time no Doubt have fav’d your 
Lives. 

When Wars arofe, and En’mies you purfu’d, 

To me you ran for fhelter from your Foes. 

I bought you Guns, and Drums, and Swords 
indeed, 

And ev’ry Thing that Mortals ftood in need. 

When Frenchmen unto you were coming in, 

I then ftood ready for to be your Friend. 
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When your Hearts fail’d, I purchased you good 
Cheer, 

Which made you bold, and on the Sfan'ards 
fneer. 

When all your Trade was in Stagnation lain, 

I then rous’d up, which was not quite in vain. 

I rais’d an Army, to Cafe-Breton fent, 

Who took that Place, which made you all con- 
tent : 

Rejoicings great you then was pleas’d to make, 

Altho’ it made the /venchmen’s Hearts to ake. 

In fhort, great Things I always have been doing, 

And conftantly for me you have been wooing. 

Should I recount the good Deeds I have done, 

The World perhaps could find not fuch a one. 

But after all, what ftrange Reward mutt have, 

Among fome Men, unwilling I fhould live ; 

Or any more among you for to breathe. 

This Day my Execution’s to commence 

And I’m to be for ever banifh’d hence. 

Ah ! cruel Fate, ’tis hard indeed to tell 

The Crowds of Men, of my unhappy end. 

Mourners I have in Numbers great and fmall, 

Who gladly my Death- Warrant would recall : 

But al! poor Souls! I pity you from my Heart, 

But that, alas! won’t eafe you of the Smart. 

I have been hug’d, I have been tore in two, 

And ferv’d the worft of Mortals, it is true : 

But then Compaffion on me you have had, 

And ftamp’d me new, which made my Heart 
quite glad. 

How nice and carefully have I been tuck’d, 

Where little pretty /xfants lie and fuck. 

But what comes next to that ; I’m plainly told 

I am to be exchang’d for heavy Gold. 

The DOLLARS are on Monday next to rife, 

And then I doubt not fome will loofe their Eyes. 

Thefe pretty Baubles you will turn and twift 

And then fecurely lay them in your Cheft. 

But I, alafs, after you’ve had your Games, 

Mutt be thrown up in Heaps and put in Flames. 
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Sold next to the Prison in Queen-Street. 






PART II. A Word of Comfort. 

But come my Friends, your Fate is hard, ’tis true, 

One Word of Comfort I will fay to you: 

After my Name by fome is wholly loft, 

I fhall be hov’ring all around the Coaft. 

If in Diftrefs by fome you fhould be brought, 

Come unto me in Hampton with your Lot. 

Bring up your Goods unto Conned?icut, 

And there I’ll make you grow quite plump and 
fat. . 

If thefe fhould fail, to Providence Repair, 

And there my Friends you all fhall have your 
fhare. 

Three Goverments I’ve in Poffeffion now, 

They all me mind, and great Refpect do fhow. 

My Land is good, my Cedars large and tall, 

And -thofe who come to me fhall never fall. 

All thofe who have my En’mies been indeed, 

Will be convine’d that I have them reliev’d. 

Their Thoughts are high, their Looks are mighty 
great, 

And do feem pleas’d at my imagin’d Fate. 

Shortly they'll fee how I in Triumph vie, 

And then with Sorrow they’ll look dull and cry. 

Rejoice my Friends, rejoice once more I fay, 

Altho’ this is my Execution Day. 

After I’m dead, take Care of my Remains, 

And when [ rife, will pay you for your Pains ; 

Keep up your Hearts, tho’ Scoffers do rejoice ; 

And in a little Time you'll hear my Voice. 

Altho’ this Day looks dark, and Hearts are fad, 

Mind not the Frowns of wicked Men who’re 
glad ; 

Shortly they'll fay, Old Zenor come again, 

But then alas! ’twill be too late for them. 


Dated in Boston, which has been the chief 
Place of my Refidence for many Years, which I 
believe will be very fenfible of my Departure, this 
Thirty-firft of March 1750. 





WarrEN, the comedian, lent-a brother actor two shillings, and when he made a demand for the 


sum, the debtor, turning peevishly from him, said, “ Hang it! I'll pay you to-day in some shape 
or other.” Warren good-humoredly replied, “ I shall be much obliged to you, Tom, to let it be as 


like ¢wo shillings as you can.” 





A CLERGYMAN in Illinois expressed his contempt of nickel cents in his Sunday collection, and 


positively forbade any of his congregation from contributing anything under the denomination of 


five cents. 


tribution in the box. 





“ Save your cents,” said the good man, “ until you have five, before you put your con- 
The widow’s mite business is played out here.” 





Money is applied to everything which serves asa circulating medium: cash is, in a strict sense, 






put for coin only ; bank notes are money; guineas and shillings are cash; all cash is therefore 


money, but all money is not cash. 
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PROCLAMATION BY QUEEN ANNE. 


Editors of Fournal of Numismatics :— 

Enclosed I send you a copy of a broadside purchased at a recent sale in New 
York, which I think will be read with some interest by the subscribers to the 
Fournal. The proclamation is a broadside almost fifteen inches square, and 


‘printed in German text. 


Ricumonp, Va., March 6, 1873. T. H. W. 


[ARMS OF GREAT BRITAIN: MOTTO, SEMPER EADEM.) 
By the Queen. 


A PROCLAMATION. 


Jor settling and ascertaining the current rates of Foreign coins in her Majesties colonies and planta- 
ANNE. R. tions in America. 


Hae RAR © having had under our consideration the different rates at which the same 


species of foreign coins, do pass in our several colonies and plantations in 
% Se America, and the inconveniencies thereof, by the indirect practice of drawing 
W the money — from one plantation to another, to the great prejudice of the trade 
x oof our subjects ; And being sensible that the same cannot be otherwise reme- 
UR IY died, than by reducing of all foreign coins to the same current rate, within all 
BIG Pre our dominions in America ; and the principal officers of our mint, having laid 
before us, a table of the value of the several foreign coins, which usually pass 
in payments in our said plantations, according to their weight, and the assays made of them in 
our mint, thereby shewing the just proportion which each coin ought to have to the other, which 
is as followeth, Sevill pieces of eight, Old plate, seventeen-peny-weight, twelve grains, four shil- 
lings and sixpence ; Sevill pieces of eight, new plate, fourteen peny-weight, three shillings seven 
pence one farthing ; Mexico pieces of eight seventeen peny-weight twelve grains, four shillings 
and sixpence. Pillar pieces of eight, seventeen peny-weight — twelve grains, four shillings and six- 
pence three farthings. Peru pieces of eight, Old plate, seventeen peny-weight twelve grains, four 
shillings and five pence or thereabouts ; Cross dollars, eighteen peny-weight, four shillings and 
four pence, three farthings ; Duccatoons of Flanders twenty peny-weight and twenty one grains, 
five shillings and sixpence ; Ecu’s of France or silver Lewis/ seventeen peny-weight twelve grains, 
four shillings and sixpence ; Crusadoes of Portugal, eleveh' peny-weight four grains, two shillings 
and ten pence, one farthing ; Three gilder pieces of Holland twenty peny-weight and seven grains 
five shillings and two pence one farthing ; Old Rix dollars of the empire, eighteen peny-weight 
and ten grains, four shillings and sixpence ; The half, quarters and other parts, in proportion to 
their denominations, and light pieces in proportion to their weight. 

We have therefore thought fit for remedying the said inconveniences, by the advice of our 
Council, to publish and declare, that from and after the first day of January next ensuing the date 
hereof, no Sevill, Pillar, or Mexico pieces of eight, though of the full weight of seventeen peny- 
weight and an half, shall be accounted, received, taken or paid, within any of our said colonies or 
plantations, as well those under proprietors and charters, as under our immediate commission and 
government, at above the rate of six shillings per piece current money, for the discharge of any 
contracts or bargains, to be made after the said first day of January next, the halfs quarters and other 
lesser pieces of the same coins to be accounted, received taken, or paid in the same proportion : 
And the currency of all pieces of eight of Peru, dollars, and other foreign species of silver coins, 
whether of the same or baser alloy, shall, after the said first day of Jattuary next, stand regulated, ac- 
cording to their weight and fineness, according and in proportion to the rate before limited and 
set for the pieces of eight of Sevill, Pillar, and Mexico ; so that no foreign silver coin of any sort 
be permitted to exceed the same proportion upon any account whatsoever. 

And we do hereby require and command all our Governours, Lieutenant Governours} Magis- 
trates officers and all other our good subjects, within our said colonies and plantations, to ob- 
serve and obey our directions herein as they tender our displeasure. 

Given at our Castle at Windsor, the eighteenth day of June 1704. In the third year of 

our reign. 
GoD SAVE THE QUEEN. 





London, printed by Charles Bill, and the executrix of Thomas Newcomb, deceased, printers to the 
Queens most excellent Majesty. 1704. 
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SALE OF COINS AND MEDALS. 


A sALe of medals and coins by George A. Leavitt & Co., New York, took 
place December 12, 13, and 14, 1872. The catalogue comprised 1003 lots, 
with an Addenda. Among the most prominent pieces were the following : — 


Silver Medals. — George III. (See Transactions of Boston Numismatic Society, vol. VI. p. 69), 
$70.00. John De Witt and Cornelius De Witt, killed 1671. Obv. Busts of the brothers. Rev.- 
Their dead bodies, size 48, $6.25. Julius, Duke of Brunswick, 1587, size 34, $4.50. Spanish Ar- 
mada, 1588, fine, size 32, $15.00. George I., 1714, Coronation Medal in gold, proof, size 23, 
$16.50. Unit of James I., gold, $6.50. Noble of Edward IIL., gold, $5.50. . 

Silver Crown of Louis XVI., $3.00; do. French Republic, $3.25. Half disme, 1792, $5.00. 
Dime, 1796, fine, $4.50. Half Dime, 1795, fine, $4.75. Centenary Medal, Luther’s, silver, size 
20, $3.00. Medal of John Huss, fine, size 27, $15.00. Sword dollar of James VI., Scotland, 
$5.00. Crown of Henry IV., France, $4.00. Spiel marks token, A. Lincoln, “ 10 dollars,” proof, 
$5.00. 

Five francs, Commune, 1871 ; two, $5.00, and $5.13. Bronze Medal, Libertas Americana, fine, 
$7.co. Dollar, 1800, $3.00 ; do. 1802, fine, $6.00. 

Louisbourg Medal, Boscawen, bronze, $6.50. Silver Medal, Libera Soror, 1782, proof, $47.50 ; 
do., Foedere Junctz, 1782, silver, proof, $37.50. Silver Medal, by Calker, 1782, fine, $15.00. 
Pine-tree Shilling, 1652, fine, $6.00. Oak-tree twopence, fine, $5.50. Half-dollar, 1795, fine, 
$5.00. Province of Canada, Token of the Bank of Montreal, 1843, fine, $13.00. 

U. S. Cents. — Liberty Cap, 1793, fine, $17.00; 1795, $2.25 ; 1797, $2.50; 1804, poor, $2.50. 
West Virginia, War Medal, bronze, $10.50. Set of Siamese coins, six, silver, $6.75. 





THE “GLORIUVS III VIS” COPPERS. 


Editors of Fournal of Numismatics : — 


THERE appears to have been much discussion, and no conclusion reached, 
as to the origin and reading of these pieces, in former numbers of the Yournad, 
Should the following remarks be considered too hypothetical ; — at least they 
are not more so than those of more learned contributors, on the same subject. 
Well, then. The head is not the head of George III.; nor does it resemble 
the head on any coin of his. The last letters of the obv. legend are certainly 
vis and not vts. Now look at the legend of the reverse, which is conceded 
to read BRITT. Onmy specimen (a very well preserved one), of the R only 
part, and of the 1tT only the straight heavy strokes are visible; so that it 
reads BPIII. Either this is due to the unskillful die-cuttings, or want of 
power in the press; or (as I think) the piece is but a poor counterfeit of a 
more artistically executed one. It is well known that English halfpence 
were in such manner counterfeited in the United States Now, precisely as 
these three upright strokes of the reverse represent letters; even so do the 
three upright strokes of the obverse represent, not the Roman numeral 111 
(3,) but three letters, which I think are J. £.R. and the inscription will then read 
GLORIOUS JER. VIS. and we may reasonably conclude the piece to be a medal, 
or counterfeit copy of a medal, struck in honor of Jervis after the battle of 
Cape St. Vincent. ; 

Mr. Crosby's piece mentioned in the number of the Yournal for 
January, 1871, is evidently of similar origin, and contemporaneous period, 





